


















Bomb threats
While rare, bomb threats are very serious and adequate preparation should be 
made in case a threat occurs at your church. Most bomb threats are received 
over the phone. But they can also come in writing, via email or even in the form 
of a suspicious package.

Whichever way a bomb threat occurs it is vitally important to remain calm 
and act quickly. Also try to obtain as much information as possible about the 
threat—a helpful resource is the Bomb Threat Checklist, available online from 
the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) at www.dhs.gov. Have print-
ed copies of the checklist readily available in the church office or near the most 
frequently used phones. Complete the checklist to the best of your ability and 
present it to authorities.

If a bomb threat is received by phone:  
 •  



putting a plan in place
In the event of the unexpected, your church facility may not be able to function 
as normal for some time. So it is vital that a business continuity plan is in place 
to ensure your church will survive and carry on its mission.

When developing the plan, think through all the possible events that could 
occur at your church. Carefully consider the potential impact of each event and 
what losses may be suffered. Then make sure:

 •  Adequate insurance is purchased for the church. 

 •  All electronic data is properly backed up and kept in a safe location.

 •  Important files and documents as well as valuable items, camera  
   equipment for example, are stored in lockable fire-resistant cabinets.

 •  Arrangements are in place for alternative meeting locations should   
   the church building be unusable for some time.

 •  A complete emergency contacts list is developed that includes local   
   authorities, banks, insurance companies, church leaders, etc.

 •  Detailed and up to date records are kept of all church-owned assets,   
   






























