
Standards for Student Learning in Adventist Schools 

 

Standards in education are a statement of what students should know (content knowledge) and be able to do 

(applicable skills) upon completing a course of study. Standards state in clear, concise terms what students are 

expected to learn. Standards identify the students’ learning destination, but much more is required to 

complete the educational journey. As goals for student learning, standards inform the development of 

curriculum, the implementation of instruction, and assessment for learning. 

Just as standards for student learning do not describe in full the students’ learning journey, they also do not 

alone give meaning to student learning. The big ideas and essential questions of life are developed from many 

sources. Beyond the classroom, family and significant others in a young person’s 



Q & A Regarding the Common Core State Standards  

Q:  WHAT are the Common Core State Standards? 

A: Common Core State Standards (CCSS) have been developed to provide a consistent, clear understanding of 

what students are expected to learn across the country in the content areas of Mathematics and English 

Language Arts. These statements of students’ learning goals were designed to be relevant to the real world in 

the 21st century, reflecting the core knowledge and skills that young people need for success in college and 

careers.  While building on the standards that had been developed over the years in many states, the CCSS 

differ from past standards in their focus on rigor, depth of learning, and common expectations for all students. 

Q:  WHO/WHEN created the Common Core State Standards? 

 
A:  The development of the CCSS was a state-­­led collaboration sponsored in 2009 by the National Governors 

Association (NGA) and the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO). The goal was to establish “common” 

educational standards, K-­­12, for Mathematics and English Language Arts.  The work was accomplished by 

teams of teachers, educational leaders from various levels, researchers, and professors of education. 

Q:  WHERE have the Common Core State Standards been adopted? 

 
A: The collaboration among states was voluntary with 44 states, two territories, and the


